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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"The Elms", which features hexagon_al wings giving an appearance 
of octagonal architecture, was originally a simple classic house 
with jDolumns of pure Doric design, adorned with acanthus leaves, 
with" similar leaves on the carving over the front doorway. This 
part was built in 183^. ^.,. •' ^ - *'' ' ^

Two lar^e_hexagfinal rooms were added as wings to the left and 
fight of the house in_18(S8>y,l T̂ ^4,-Bow©rs I* The addition of 
the wings showed influence of J?Js^^^ is rarely 
seen in the Piedmont, where rectangular architecture is usually 
incorporated for domestic use. The construction of the hexa­ 
gons was probably influenced by the fad for octagons, which 
was made famous by the popular books of Or son Squire Fowler.

Mr. Bowers engaged a talented itinerant painter to do the fresco, 
on the ceilings, and he remained six months on the job. Brushed 
colors of blue, ivory and brown, with a medallion at the top, 
were used, and the floors were squares of black-and-white marble.

The ^j/tohfin was a separate building, joined to the house by a 
coveredTporch and short flight of steps. A tw^stjqrx^^

IS*
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house, smokehouse, well, and wash house were nearby, and a barn 
and cow shed were further away from the house.

After acquisition by radio station W.D.A.K. in 19&6, the back 
portion, qrlfilnally separate from the house and Joined by the 
covered porch in the middle 1880's, was made into the radio 
station's Sound Center. This now consists of a recording studio, 
master control room, and news department. The engineering 
section is located on the lower level of the house.
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A floor plan showing room dimensions is enclosed. Please note 
the area labeled "Kitchen*1 refers to its original use - it is 
the area now serving as the Sound Center.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

An unusual, interesting ante-bellum home, "The Elms, 11 now the 
home of radio station W.D.A.K. and renamed MWynnwoodH , 
features one of the most Interesting types of hexagonal archi 
tecture in the South.

The home was built by Lambert Spencer, who moved to Columbus 
from Talbot County, Ea-slreim-tJhore of Maryland, in the early 
founding days of the city, sometime after 1828. The property 
the house stands on was originally deeded from the State of 
Georgia to William .U-^Jynn in November of 1834, who deeded it 
to Mr. Spencer in Cg4^at the price of |500 for 12 acres.

Henson G. Estes received the property from Mr. Spencer, father 
ot^SaWeT Spencer, founder of the Southern Railway System. In 
1862, Lloyd Guy ton Bowers, a cotton buyer came South from 
Massachusettes to Macon, Georgia, where he married Sarah 
Tabitha Bartlett, whose father, Myron Bartlett, was the founder 
°f The Mac on Telegraph.

The Bowers moved to Columbus during the War-Between- the-States, 
and enlarged and beautified their home after the war. Mr. 
Bowers was a food blockade runner for the South during the war.

Mr. Bowers added two hexagonal wing rooms and Mrs. Bowers laid 
out a beautiful formal garden, with the help of an English 
gardener, in the shape of a butterfly. She also planted elm 
trees along the front sidewalk. f

Their son and his wife, Lloyd G. Bowers II, ZjLv^d/in the home 
until their deaths, and subsequently their son a^td his wife, 
Lloyd Guy ton Bowers III and Eff ie Siegling Bowels, sold the 
home and property to Alien M. Woodall, Jr., owner and operator 
of radio station W.D.A.K.

Mr. Woodall has furnished the home with antiques, similar to 
the taste of the Bowers.
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"THE ELMS* - State of Significance (continued)

Deeds Recorded:

State of Georgia to William L. Wynn, CH Lot 71, 100 acres, 
November, 183^ (State Archives, Atlanta, Georgia)

D 102 - William L. Wynn to Lambert Spencer, Pt. Lot 71 C.R., 
12 acres, 18^, $500.00.

We locate no record that Lambert Spencer sold this property to 
Henson Estes, but we did locate in Deed Book L 116, Mr. Estes 
sold his home in Columbus to Mr. Spencer for p-,000 (1859). We, 
therefore, believe this to have been a swap of property.

L 251 - Henson Estes to Lloyd Bowers, 12 acres, Pt. Lot 71 CR, 
$5,000.00, 1862.

1097-571 - Lloyd Bowers III and Effie Bowers to W.D.A.K., 1966.

#*#

According to a recently passed Columbus zoning ordinance, 
any house accepted by the National Register will be given a 
"Landmark Status" locally. This means that all alterations, 
Improvements, partial demolitions, et cetra, will be subject 
to review by the local Board of Historic and Architectural 
Review. This house is situated on a major thoroughfare and is, 
therefore, endangered by commercial zoning.

The style of this house is said to be unique in the South­ 
east. Its current usage is an excellent example of a 20th 
Century use for a historic house. The fact that the museum 
portion of this house is open to the public on a daily basis 
adds to its importance to the community. The house has been 
carefully restored, and is a community showplace»i ts architec­ 
tural significance is discussed on the facing page.


